Subject: Alarm at the Home Office’s new asylum policy proposals 
Dear [MP’s Name], 
(You can find your local MP’s name and contact details by visiting: https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP) 
[bookmark: _Int_yR8xh6bv]I am writing to you as a concerned Jewish constituent of [Your Constituency] to express my alarm at the Home Office’s recent “Restoring Order and Control” policy paper. Both the measures outlined – and the Government rhetoric around these – will not only exacerbate societal division, but also threaten the safety and stability of people who have sought refuge in the UK. 
Collectively, the proposals will create a system where integration is far more difficult. Making refugee status temporary, introducing a threat to return people to countries newly deemed “safe”, and significantly lengthening routes to permanent settlement ensure that refugees do not have a fair chance to rebuild. 
There are serious practical and financial concerns too. Drawing on Denmark’s highly restrictive – and controversial – model will place enormous strain on an already overstretched Home Office. It will also be a costly burden on the taxpayer. According to evidence from the Refugee Council, applying these measures retroactively would involve reviewing between 1.66 million and 1.9 million cases in the first decade alone. Doing so could cost more than £1.27 billion.
[bookmark: _Int_Z15uJ942]Meanwhile, the impact on settlement will be profound. Refugees who received protection in 2021 – and would soon be eligible for Indefinite Leave to Remain – could instead face another 15 years of temporary status. During this time they will face a constant threat of being returned to their country of origin. How can a person secure long-term work or housing if employers and landlords fear that their legal status may be withdrawn at any time?
As British Jews, we proudly understand what it means to reach sanctuary in the UK. Many of our families found refuge here after fleeing pogroms, persecution, and the Holocaust. They were welcomed and allowed to integrate, becoming integral members of society. Yet under these new policies many may have been threatened with return after 1945. Their safety, and our presence here today, was possible because Britain chose compassion. We are asking that refugees today be given the same chance. 
[bookmark: _Int_77YRgAgu]A far more humane approach, which provides meaningful safe routes, and allows refugees to contribute and thrive, is desperately needed. I believe that the UK is at its best when it acts as a tolerant and welcoming nation. Our policies must reflect these values. 
Therefore, I urge you to raise these issues with the Home Office, and to speak out publicly in support of the dignity of all refugees. I would also welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss these concerns further.
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
